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OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY IMPACT INVESTIGATION

OHIO HIDTA
DEA Columbus Drug Task Force

In December 2020, Ohio HIDTA participating agencies including the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) Columbus District Office, Homeland Security Investigations 
(HSI), U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of Ohio, Organized Crime Drug 
Enforcement Task Forces (OCDETF) Great Lakes Region, Columbus Police Department 
(CPD), Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, Central Ohio Drug Task Force, Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigations, 
Ohio Organized Crime Investigations Commission (OOCIC), Ohio State Highway Patrol,  
Ohio National Guard Counter Drug Task Force, Pickerington Police Department, New 
Albany Police Department, and the Fairfield County Sheriff’s Office opened a joint  
OCDETF-designated, Priority Target Organization (PTO)-approved local impact investigation. 
This investigation targeted a drug trafficking organization (DTO), responsible for the distribution 
of large quantities of fentanyl and cocaine throughout Central Ohio and believed to be involved 
in human trafficking, often using violence in furtherance of their illicit activities. This Title III 
investigation culminated in the execution of 11 federal arrest warrants and 12 federal search 
warrants throughout the Columbus area from June 29, 2022, through July 1, 2022. The results 
of the investigation include the arrest of 11 DTO members, to include the main subject, and the 
seizure of approximately one kilogram of fentanyl, small amounts of crack cocaine, 44 weapons 
(six of which had been reported stolen), approximately $1.5 million in U.S. currency, eight vehicles 
including one motorcycle, and jewelry valued at approximately $100,000, and the dismantlement 
of the DTO.
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OUTSTANDING INTERDICTION 

NORTH CENTRAL HIDTA
Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport Police Department’s Narcotics Unit

North Central HIDTA’s full-time interdiction group, under the auspices of the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul Airport Police Department’s (APD) Narcotics Unit, composed of a sergeant, one Joint Terrorist 
Task Force (JTTF) detective and three canine handlers/detectives successfully disrupted the flow of 
narcotics into the upper Midwest. The APD continued their focus on the interdiction of narcotics 
through the transportation sector, specifically focusing on air travel and parcels. Key metrics 
show the impressive results of this group’s hard work and dedication: 210 narcotics investigations 
conducted, 80 outside agency canine assists, and approximately $6.6 million in currency and 
drugs seized including meth, fentanyl, cocaine, ecstasy, marijuana, and THC cartridges. These 
two specific case examples have connections to ongoing investigations being conducted not only 
in Minnesota, but involving investigations into DTOs in multiple states and highlights the impact 
this unit had, not only regionally, but on a national level.

OUTSTANDING INVESTIGATION

SOUTH TEXAS HIDTA
Brownsville HIDTA Task Force

The Brownsville DEA HIDTA Task Force (Group 2) is a high performing investigative task force 
that has been working together for several years. From January 2019, through the present, this 
DEA-led Special Operations Division (SOD) group, composed of numerous agencies including 
DEA Matamoros Resident Office, Mexico City Country Office, Office of International Affairs, 
United States Border Patrol, Customs and Border Protection, United States Marshals Office, Texas 
Department of Public Safety, Brownsville Police Department, Harlingen Police Department, 
Cameron County District Attorney’s Office, and HIDTA Intelligence initiated an investigation 
targeting a violent high level DTO. This DTO is responsible for distributing multi-kilo quantities 
of narcotics into the United States daily, including cocaine, heroin, marijuana, methamphetamine, 
and fentanyl. This OCDETF and Consolidated Priority Organization Target (CPOT) investigation 
targeted the hierarchy leadership, the DTO, to include its CPOT head. To date, this investigation 
has yielded the seizure of over 1,000 combined kilos of cocaine, methamphetamine, heroin, and 
fentanyl, and more than 3,000 kilos of marijuana. The case also yielded approximately $6 million 
in U.S. currency from seized assets and the arrests of 43 defendants, including the CPOT, on state 
and federal charges.

OUTSTANDING HIDTA SUPPORT STAFF

NEW YORK/NEW JERSEY HIDTA
Kelsey Opozda, Intelligence Analyst

Investigative Analyst Kelsey Opozda’s entire career has been devoted to law enforcement. Ms. 
Opozda graduated from the University of Connecticut with a degree in statistics and sociology and 
started her law enforcement career in 2016 when she joined the New England HIDTA (NE HIDTA) 
as an analyst in the Connecticut State Police Intelligence Center (CSPIC). She remained at CSPIC 
until 2018 when she transferred to New York/New Jersey HIDTA (NY/NJ HIDTA) to work in the 
drug trends group. During her tenure at the NY/NJ HIDTA, she worked on data trends involving 
drug overdoses with the New York City Office of the Chief Medical Examiner. In October 2020, 
Analyst Opozda began working with the Southern District of New York Opioid Overdose Task 
Force which is focused on investigating, locating, and prosecuting individuals who sold narcotics 
resulting in overdose deaths. Ms. Opozda performed core analytical work in reference to a case 
that resulted in three deaths in a single day caused by fentanyl by a dealer who knew he was selling 
fentanyl-tainted cocaine and told another drug dealer to test it out on “some girls.” Ms. Opozda 
spent hundreds of hours analyzing cell phone call detail records, and cell phone and iCloud search 
warrant returns. She also interpreted and analyzed cell site location data, operated sophisticated 
software, and reviewed case reports to identify leads and link evidence. She synthesized all the 
information in the case which ultimately generated key findings and evidence that made this case 
chargeable at the federal level. Analyst Opozda’s level of work was instrumental and a driving 
factor in the conviction.

OUTSTANDING INTELLIGENCE AND INFORMATION SHARING

NEVADA HIDTA
Clarice McCallister, Intelligence Analyst (Manager)

As the Nevada region continues to experience an increase in overdose-related deaths, Intelligence 
Analyst Clarice McCallister volunteered to support the multi-agency Overdose Response Team 
(ORT), a Nevada HIDTA Overdose Response Strategy (ORS) Las Vegas Community Impact Initiative 
(LVCII), a four-team, multi-function HIDTA initiative which responds to and investigates overdose 
deaths and related crimes. Ms. McCallister routinely supports these complicated investigations 
which often have multiple victims and involve children. Through her efforts, Analyst McCallister 
has successfully identified multiple overdose-causing perpetrators in several cases linking the 
individual to multiple overdoses. Ms. McCallister’s analysis has been critical to building these 
investigations into prosecutable cases against drug traffickers which often result in criminals being 
charged and prosecuted federally or through state courts with trafficking and/or second-degree 
murder. Following the fentanyl-related overdose death of a 13-year-old victim in Las Vegas which 
shocked the public conscience, Ms. McCallister quickly jumped in to support this high priority 
investigation. She researched and analyzed countless social media applications, phone records, 
investigative information and documents quickly identifying the drug dealer and several other 
associates. Additionally, the intelligence investigation revealed the perpetrator was also involved in 
child pornography, having groomed the victim at the age of 11 years old, dramatically enhancing 
the prosecution’s ability to seek the maximum sentences.



4 	 2023 National HIDTA Awards 2023 National HIDTA Awards	 5 

OUTSTANDING VIOLENT ORGANIZATION INVESTIGATION

INDIANA HIDTA
Firearms Interdiction Regional Enforcement

On June 21, 2018, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) HIDTA FIRE 
Task Force initiated a long-term, multi-year investigation into members of an outlaw motorcycle 
gang. In the course of the investigation, it was revealed that the group was involved in various 
forms of criminal activity throughout forty-eight states. On October 21, 2021, 31 members and 
associates were indicted in the Northern District of Indiana. Sixteen members were charged with 
racketeering (RICO) and/or drug conspiracy, and 15 others were charged in other indictments 
related to the proactive investigation. Charges outside of the RICO and drug conspiracy included 
murder, murder for hire, distribution of controlled substances, and multiple firearms violations. 
Evidence seized consisted of nearly 1,000 items to include but not limited to 11 vehicles, eight 
motorcycles, a club house, 60 firearms, 132 grams of crack cocaine, 5,165 grams of cocaine,  
51.6 grams of fentanyl, 5,144 grams of marijuana, and more than $300,000 in U.S. currency. This 
was a joint investigation led by the ATF HIDTA FIRE Task Force with assistance from IRS (Indiana 
HIDTA IRS), and the FBI (Louisville FBI).

OUTSTANDING OVERDOSE REDUCTION INITIATIVE 

HOUSTON HIDTA
Texas Coastal Corridor Initiative 

DEA Corpus Christi Resident Office HIDTA Task Force Group 2
During the reporting period from October 1, 2021, through September 30, 2022, DEA Corpus Christi 
Resident Office, HIDTA Group 2, coordinated a multi-agency coalition that identified, targeted, 
and dismantled the largest and most prolific counterfeit prescription pill distributor in the Texas 
Coastal Bend. This OCDETF investigation focused on DTO/MLO members who were distributing 
fentanyl-laced counterfeit prescription pills, along with cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, and 
marijuana, including THC products. This investigation targeted violent members of a street gang, 
most of whom had significant criminal histories. During the reporting period, each group member 
played a significant role in activating 23 intercepts, including 10 Title-III intercepts. The group was 
responsible for countless hours of surveillance and reacting to Title-III intercepts and made arrests 
and interviewed the defendants to obtain more intelligence on the DTO/MLO. The group prepared 
and executed numerous search warrants on residences, vehicles, phones, and social media accounts. 
In February of 2022, this initiative learned of an 18-year-old fatal overdose victim and was able to 
tie 10 overdose deaths to this DTO/MLO and sought justice for the families of the victims.

OUTSTANDING INVESTIGATIVE COLLABORATION

NEW MEXICO HIDTA
New Mexico HIDTA Enforcement, Prosecution, and ISC Initiatives

In 2022, New Mexico HIDTA (NM HIDTA) initiated an unprecedented enforcement effort 
targeting fentanyl trafficking throughout the state of New Mexico. All NM HIDTA enforcement 
and prosecution commanders at the local, state, and federal level, along with the NM HIDTA 
Investigative Support Center (ISC), participated in this operation in an attempt to reduce overdose 
deaths in the state. New Mexico HIDTA enforcement groups initiated investigations in their area of 
responsibility on individuals and organizations involved in the distribution of fentanyl. As a result 
of these efforts, NM HIDTA initiatives compiled the following stats: 312 arrests with 60 percent 
of those arrests related to fentanyl. The remaining arrests all had a violent crime nexus including 
suspects wanted on homicide, sexual assault, aggravated assault, weapons, and kidnapping 
charges. Sixty-two of the arrests were gang members. Seizures included 57 kilograms of fentanyl, 
18 kilograms of heroin, 37 kilograms of methamphetamine, 17 kilograms of cocaine, $117,938 in 
U.S. currency, 101 firearms and 10 vehicles.

OUTSTANDING FINANCIAL INVESTIGATION

TEXOMA HIDTA
DEA Group 1 and Financial Crimes Investigative Unit

This case involves murder, money laundering, witness intimidation, firearms, and drug trafficking. 
This well-coordinated OCDETF operation highlights a sophisticated investigation and hard work 
in multiple states by many agencies. The investigation included events related to three murders and 
prosecution for witness intimidation when photos of government witnesses were placed publicly 
on posters and online with the caption: “Informant for the DEA.” The violence and threatened 
violence were related to a ten-year scheme where firearms, including a “ghost” gun were used to 
protect large scale, illegal, unlicensed marijuana grow operations (and the cash they generated) in 
the mountainous region of rural, northern California. Thousands of pounds of marijuana were 
grown yearly and clandestinely transported to Texas, New York, Missouri, Florida, Colorado, and 
Georgia for sale from each state. The money was laundered through limited liability corporations 
(LLCs), multiple bank accounts, casinos, cryptocurrency, autos including a Land Rover, a Tesla, 
two Ford Raptors, and a Ferrari, and real property purchases including 20 pieces of property in 
California. The financial investigation involved an Attorney General Exempt Operation (AGEO) 
with an undercover officer posing as a money launderer. The organization used a defendant’s 
private jet to transport drug proceeds. Because the successful investigation touched multiple areas 
of the country, the investigative team was broad and required constant federal, state, and local 
coordination. The case resulted in the indictment of 17 defendants, the seizure/forfeiture of $30 
million in U.S. currency and property, and 25 firearms from the organization.
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TASK FORCE OF THE YEAR

SOUTH FLORIDA
Major Case Initiative DEA HIDTA Group 44

The DEA Miami Field Division HIDTA Group 44 supported by the South Florida HIDTA Major 
Case Initiative continued to investigate the illicit finance and money laundering activities by 
associates from their global financial support network. This OCDETF, PTO, CPOT, and Five Eyes 
Law Enforcement Working Group (FELEG) priority case investigation is focused primarily on 
money exchange house owners located in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, particularly those that are 
operated by Pakistani nationals, who work with Lebanese nationals in laundering illicit proceeds 
from various places including the United States, Europe, and Australia, to multiple South American 
countries, including Colombia, Brazil, and Paraguay. The investigation has revealed an extensive 
network of money launderers and couriers tied to the global criminal and financial support network 
who subvert banking regulations by creating false invoices and also use them to avoid customs laws 
and taxes when exporting/importing goods. A total of 21 seizure warrants on bank accounts located 
primarily in Florida, New York and New Jersey were executed. Investigative results to date include 
seizures of over $6 million in U.S. currency, 5,300 kilograms of cocaine, one kilogram of opium, 90 
kilograms of heroin, one kilogram of methamphetamine, 24 federal indictments, four Provisional 
Arrest Warrants executed in Australia, England, and Cyprus, 31 Office of Foreign Asset Control 
designations, two CPOTs nominated and extradited, one of whom was extradited from Paraguay 
in 2022, and numerous wiretaps in Australia, Paraguay, Colombia, France, England, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Denmark, and The Netherlands initiated as a result of this investigation.

OUTSTANDING PUBLIC HEALTH/PUBLIC SAFETY  
COLLABORATION

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIDTA
Montana Overdose Response Strategy Team

Facing a rising number of drug overdoses due to increased availability of illicit fentanyl in 
Montana, the ORS team was responsible for important engagements between both public health 
and safety that have yielded tangible results having a positive impact on their communities. In 
2022, this impressive ORS team brought together more than 100 different public health and public 
safety agencies across Montana to coordinate initiating overdose response policies, implementing 
intelligence gathering with use of Overdose Detection Mapping Application Program (ODMAP) 
data validation, enhancing coordination and communication with all local, state, tribal and federal 
agencies when issuing overdose alerts. The ORS Team increased the use of ODMAP in their state 
by more than 328 percent and were directly involved in developing overdose spike response tool 
kits used to notify the public of these threats in a timely fashion to assist in saving lives. The 
Montana ORS team is working with Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services 
and ODMAP to develop a naloxone distribution map that will overlay ODMAP. This will allow 
for in-depth analysis of naloxone distribution to the entire state in comparison to overdose data. 
National ORS has recognized this effort and is currently supporting the team with its development 
and deployment.

PROSECUTOR OF THE YEAR

SAN DIEGO IMPERIAL VALLEY HIDTA
Dale Blankenship, Assistant United States Attorney

In his decade-and-a-half career as a federal prosecutor, Assistant U.S. Attorney (AUSA) Dale 
Blankenship has spent that entire time focused on narcotics investigations and prosecutions. 
Over the last decade he has served as the lead prosecutor in 11 successful long-term wiretap 
investigations, working closely with multiple San Diego Imperial Valley HIDTA (SDI HIDTA) 
member agencies including the FBI, DEA, ATF, U.S. Marshals Service, San Diego City Attorney’s 
Office, San Diego Police Department, San Diego Sheriff’s Department, Internal IRS, HSI, National 
City Police Department, Chula Vista Police Department, San Diego County Probation, and the 
San Diego County District Attorney’s Office. Throughout these investigations, AUSA Blankenship 
provided sound and timely legal advice and guidance to the officers and agents working on these 
investigations with him including investigative goals and strategy, enforcement actions, risk 
mitigation, court process, charging decisions, and takedown strategies. During the past year 
alone, AUSA Blankenship has led multiple investigations and prosecutions involving multiple SDI 
HIDTA initiatives and partner agencies. In just two of the most recent investigations prosecuted in 
2022, he has personally charged and prosecuted more than 70 defendants in federal court. Through 
his ongoing efforts, AUSA Blankenship has kept the San Diego and Imperial County community 
safer and has shown unwavering commitment to the SDI HIDTA mission.
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HIDTA OF THE YEAR

CHICAGO HIDTA

The Chicago HIDTA has demonstrated unique vision in developing innovative partnerships 
and initiatives to advance its mission to reduce substance use disorder, overdoses, and 
the violence that accompanies drug trafficking. Bringing together more than 70 law 
enforcement agencies across six Illinois counties, the Chicago HIDTA’s 13 enforcement 
initiatives successfully disrupted or dismantled 59 DTOs or MLOs in 2022 and stripped 
these organizations of more than 700 firearms. The same year, the HIDTA seized more 
than 300 pounds of fentanyl, 1,100 pounds of methamphetamine, 152 pounds of heroin, 
and more than 4,100 pounds of cocaine, totaling more than $83 million in wholesale value. 
The Chicago HIDTA also seized nearly $33 million in U.S. currency and other assets from 
criminal organizations.
Across the Nation, partnerships are key to the success of the HIDTA Program. The Chicago 
HIDTA has exhibited noteworthy leadership and creativity in the collaborative efforts it 
has fostered. The HIDTA has supported visionary efforts to counter the exploitation of U.S. 
mail to traffic fentanyl and has led efforts to halt the trafficking of illicit drugs along Illinois’ 
highways. The HIDTA and its local partners also developed protocols for officers responding 
to clusters of overdoses, enabling law enforcement and public health to swiftly evaluate these 
scenes and immediately deploy the appropriate resources. In addition, in partnership with 
law enforcement and the University of Chicago, the HIDTA pioneered a program to divert 
drug-involved arrestees from the criminal justice system and into treatment.
The Chicago HIDTA, its Executive Director, and its Executive Board have executed the 
mission of the HIDTA Program with unusual ingenuity and resourcefulness.

HIDTA AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

ARIZONA HIDTA
Michael Bouffard, Intelligence Analyst, 

Arizona HIDTA Investigative Support Center
During the period October 1, 2021, through September 30, 2022, Intelligence Analyst (IA) Michael 
Bouffard was assigned to the Arizona HIDTA ISC in Phoenix, Arizona, supporting a multitude 
of multi-agency drug trafficking investigations. Mr. Bouffard’s analytical contributions led to the 
identification of several significant drug traffickers and their sources of supply, resulting in increased 
charges for smugglers, Regional Priority Organization Targets (RPOTs) and CPOTs. IA Bouffard’s 
contributions were instrumental in developing and executing investigations leading to the seizures 
of thousands of kilograms of dangerous drugs, such as fentanyl powder, pills, methamphetamine, 
cocaine, and heroin, negating millions of dollars in drug revenues that would have made it back to 
the drug cartels while diminishing the number of dangerous drugs currently poisoning residents of 
the United States. Mr. Bouffard selflessly made himself available to investigators outside traditional 
office hours, providing research and analysis, as well as operational intelligence and officer safety 
awareness during enforcement operations, especially those carried out in the late hours of the night. 
IA Bouffard’s contributions resulted in outstanding analytical support to multi-agency investigations 
resulting in complete trust from managers, supervisors, agents, task force officers (TFOs), and  
officers of the Arizona HIDTA Strategic Planning and Enforcement Action Reform (SPEAR) 
Initiative, also known as DEA Law Enforcement Response Squad (DEALERS). IA Bouffard’s “outside 
the box; can do anytime” attitude has brought great credit to himself, the HIDTA program, and all 
agencies supported.
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